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History of Western Philosophy, Bertrand Russell, Roultedge, London and 
New York 1991. Amusing and accessible, but idosyncratic and now rather 
old. 
A Short History of Philosophy, Robert C. Solomon and Kathleen m. 
Higgins, oxford University Press, Oxford and New york 1996, A very 
thotough and readable guide. lt makes a stab at including philosophies other 
than those of the Western world, but is hostile to most postmodernist 
thought. 
From Descartes to Wittgenstein, Roger Scruton, Routledge, London and 
New York 1981. Sometimes quite difficult, but does miraculously make the 
philosophies of both Hegel and Frege accessible. 
A History of Western Philosophy, D.W. Hamlyn, Penguin, London and 
New York 1988. Avery thorough and sensible, but sometimes quite 
demanding, guide to the ideas and arguments of key Western philosophers. 
Sophie's World,m Jostein Gaarder, phoenix House, New York 1995, is “a 
history of philosophy that thinks it's a novel". It's a better history than novel, 
though. 
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Individual books in he Oxford University Press Modern Masters series are 
usually excellent on the lives and central ideas of individual philosophers. 
The one on Hegel by Peter Singer is extremely good. Readers who want 
clear, brief and accessible guides will benefit from the introducing series of 
classical and postmodern philosophers, of which this book forms a part. 


(Ota lazo JLL MI RU pao Buo 5 8 o e SS taj 
Philosophy Made Simple, R.H. Popkin and A. Srtoll, London, heinemann, 
1986 and Made Simple Paperbacks, New York, 1993. 
Introduction to Philosophy, W.J. Earle, Mcgraw Hill, New York, 1992. 
Philosophy or Sophla, Brenda Almond, Penguin, London and New York 
1988. 
Man is the Measure, Reuben Abel, The Free Fress (Macmillan), London 
and New York 1997. 
The Philosopher's Habitat, Lawrance Goldstein, Routledge, London and 
New York 1990. 
Confessions of a Philosopher : A Jouney Through Western Philosophy, 
Bryan Magee, Random House, London and New York 1998. 
Most philosophy students have been rescued at one time or another byAn 
Introduction to Philosophical Analysis, John Hospers, Routledge, London 
and New York 1990, a book which is more fun than its title suggests. 
An Introduction to Western Philosophy, Anthony Flew, Thames and 
Hudson, London 1971. This is a very good book because Flew bullies YOU 
into thinking for yourself, and so gets you to understand many key 
philosophical ideas and argumentis. Available via Amazon on the Internet. 
The Great Philosophers, Bryan Magee, Oxford University Press, Oxford 
and New York 1988, is accessible because it consists of a series of 
dialogues between Magee and some modern philosophers discussing key 
Western philosophers of the past. Magee makes his guests explain things 
clearly, most of the time. 
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Issues in philosophy, Calvin Pinchin, Macmillan, London, and Bernes and 
Noble, New York 1990, is a good book for anyone foolish enough to think 
they'd like to study for an "A" Level or equivalent in philosophy. 

The Concise Encyclopedia of Western Philosophy and Phllosophers, 
ed. J.O. Urmson and Jonathan Rĉe, Unwin Hyman, London 1976, is full of 
short and lucid articles about major Western philosophers and ideas. 

The Oxford Companion to Philosophy, ed. Ted Honderich, Oxford 
University Press, Oxford and New York 1995, is very thorough and 
invaluable for when you want to find out yet more about the Achilles paradox 
or the man who invented it, Zeno. lt also shows you what some modern 
philosophers look like. 
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